A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
London, the populace was with them, and on March 4, 1461,
young Edward was proclaimed and crowned at Westminster
under the title of Edward IV.
But the Lancastrian army was still in existence. It had been
withdrawn from near London; Warwick and Edward marched
after it with great rapidity—200 miles were covered in a fort-
night, a pace which speaks well for the discipline of the young
King's forces and of his power of command. The passage of
the river Aire was forced on March 28, 1461. The Lancastrian
army had taken up a position on Towton Heath, six miles north
of the stream, near the little village of Saxton. The forces were
very large, the Lancastrian somewhat the greater; and the total
number engaged must have been well over 100,000. On Palm
Sunday, March 29, 1461, in a violent snowstorm driving north-
ward into the faces of the Lancastrians, their army broke. We
know little of the details of the conflict, but it was a complete
victory for Edward. The usual batch of murders followed it,
something like fifty of the chief men on the Lancastrian side
being killed in cold blood after the battle. The Queen had gone
away, taking the unfortunate King Henry VI with her, and
Edward went back south to reign. So ended the first campaign:
the campaign of Towton.
EDWARD IV
The Woodville Marriage. The young King, having
everything in his favour, wrecked himself temporarily by an
imprudent marriage—one more of that series of marriages which
were of such effect upon politics at this period. Jacquetta of
Luxembourg, the heiress whose marriage with Bedford had
ruined the position of the Plantagenets in France years before,
was still alive, and had married one of the English landed gentry,
Richard Woodville, a man not of the wealthiest rank. By this
marriage she had had a daughter Elizabeth, who had married
Sir John Grey—now dead. This widow, Elizabeth Woodville,
was a very handsome woman, as Edward himself was a very
handsome young man. They were secretly married in May
i4&4» Edward being at this moment twenty-two and Elizabeth
Woodville perhaps five years older. (She is always called Wood-
ville, to emphasize the nature of the marriage, though her real
name at this time, of course^ was Grey.)

